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It is my pleasure to be your editor of the CIArb Newsletter 
for the 2021/2022 term. I hope you would find the 
Newsletter interesting and enjoyable. 

The key events in the last quarter include the Annual 
General Meetings for the East Asia Branch and the 
Young Members Group (EAB). The list of the new Branch 
Committee and the new YMG Committee members can be 
found inside this Newsletter.

In this edition, I would like to introduce our members on 
the new Branch Committee. The introduction features 
their roles on the Branch Committee and their professional 
background.   

Readers are encouraged to submit articles for the 
Newsletter relating to dispute resolution. Please contact 
the editorial team for details.

Gina Leung

East Asia Branch Committee – 2021/2022

David Fong is the Chair of the East Asia Branch. He 
is based in Hong Kong and has served the EAB as a 
committee member since 2012. He is a member of 
the Harcourt Chambers and practices arbitration, 
both as an arbitrator and as a counsel. 

Don Ferguson is Vice Chair and Hon Secretary of 
EAB. Don is a Partner at King & Wood Mallesons, 
specialising in infrastructure, construction and 
commercial disputes. When not trying to avoid 
and, if that fails, resolve, disputes for his clients, 
he enjoys hanging out with his wife and kids, hiking 

and dreaming of his next holiday back to Noosa (or anywhere for 
that matter)!

Christopher To is the Vice Chair of EAB and Chair 
of the Practice Development and Training and ADR 
Editorial sub-committee. He is a past Chair of the 
EAB, and has been serving on the Branch on and 
off for over 18 years now. Christopher specialises 
in commercial, construction, financial, intellectual 

property and maritime disputes and is currently a Barrister-at-law 
at Gilt Chamber and the Programme Director of the City University 
of Hong Kong Masters in Law in Arbitration and Dispute Resolution.

Nicholas Turner is the immediate past Chair of the 
EAB, and has served the Branch as a committee 
member for 7 years. Nicholas is a partner at 
Pinsent Masons specialising in the resolution of 
major disputes, by ADR means, for clients in the 
infrastructure, energy, oil & gas and process sectors.

Richard Leung is a past Chair of the EAB and 
currently the co-chair of the PRC Regional 
Subcommittee and is also helping the Regional 
Subcommittee-Others. He is a practising barrister 
with Des Voeux Chambers specialised in commercial 
litigations, company law and arbitration. 

John Cock is the Hon Treasury of EAB, he is also 
a past chairman of both the EAB and Society of 
Construction Law Hong Kong. John is an Architect, 
Chartered Arbitrator, Accredited Mediator and 
Accredited Adjudicator. He is based in Hong Kong 
and has been appointed as an expert in numerous 

construction and related disputes, as Dispute Resolution Advisor 
(DRA/DRAd) for several Hong Kong Government contracts and as 
an arbitrator and mediator.

Glenn Haley is the current Chair of the EAB Regional 
sub-committee. Glenn is a Past Branch Chairman 
and has served on the Branch Committee several 
times. Glenn is a lawyer who has lived and worked 
in Hong Kong for 30+ years. He is a Chartered 
Arbitrator and specialises in dispute resolution and 

is a partner with the law firm Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner.

David Luk is the Chair of the Programme sub-
committee and a Past Chair of the Young Members 
Group. He has been serving on the Branch for 6 
years. He is a solicitor, accredited mediator and 
arbitrator. He is a Legal Counsel at Hong Kong 
Airlines Limited based in Hong Kong.
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Co-optees and EAB Trustees

Paul Barrett retired from the EAB Committee in 
2019 as Treasurer to take up a position on the Board 
of Trustees representing the East APAC region. He 
represents the Branch on the Supervisory Board 
of the Asia Dispute Review Journal, a role he has 
held for approximately 15 years. He is a Barrister at 
Pacific Chambers in Hong Kong and an Arbitrator.

Jagmeet Makkar is a co-optee of the Committee 
and has been serving on the EAB Committee 
for 4 years. Jagmeet is currently a member of 
the Diversity, Membership and Professional 
Development & Training sub-committees. Jagmeet 
is a Maritime Arbitrator and Shipping Expert and 
the co-founder of SkillsPlus.

Ronald Pang is a co-optee of the Committee and 
the current Chair of the Young Members Group. He 
is also the Chair of the LinkedIn Sub-Committee and 
a member of the Events and Diversity Committee. 
In addition, Ronald is a member of the Hong Kong 
Bar and its committees on Construction Law and 

Arbitration. Ronald is a practising barrister at Gary Soo’s Chambers 
based in Hong Kong.

Saniza Othman is a co-optee of the Committee and 
is currently the Chair of Diversity sub-committee 
and a member of Programme sub-committee. 
She has been serving on the EAB Committee since 
2017 and is the Chairwoman of the HKU Masters of 
Law in Arbitration and Dispute Resolution Alumni 

Association. Saniza is a mediator and arbitrator who has been 
based in Hong Kong for 20+ years.

Gina Leung

Karen Mills ,  Chair  of the Vis East Moot 
subcommittee, has served on the EAB Committee 
for more than 2 years. Karen established the 
Indonesian Chapter of CIArb, and served as a Board 
Member of ArbitralWomen for its first 26 years. A 
Founding Member of KarimSyah Law Firm in Jakarta, 

she regularly sits as arbitrator and serves as counsel in all nature 
of arbitrations, including Investor-State cases.

Lawrence Lee is the Chair of the Mediation sub-
committee and has served on the EAB Committee 
for 8 years. Lawrence was the Honorary Treasurer 
of EAB in 2015, and also a past Chair of the 
Young Member Group during 2013. He is a senior 
geotechnical engineer at MTR Corporation Limited 
based in Hong Kong and Macau.

Albert Yeu is the Chair of the Adjudication sub-
committee and a past Chair of the Young Members 
Group. He has been serving on the Branch for 
5 years. Albert is a senior resident engineer at 
AECOM, specialised in commercial and construction 
dispute management.”

Tim Liu is a member of the Programme sub-
committee. Tim has been with the EAB since 2019. 
Tim works on cross-border dispute resolution and 
currently with Global Law Office Shanghai office 
as partner. 

Micky Yip is the Chair of the Membership and 
Website sub-committee, and has served on the 
Branch Committee since 2019. Micky specialises 
in commercial, maritime and aviation disputes and 
is currently a Barrister-at-law at Pacific Chambers. 
Aside from his litigation and arbitration practice, 

he is a mediator and occasionally sits as tribunal adjudicator and 
member of statutory appeal boards.

Mingchao Fan is the Chair of the PRC sub-
committee. He is the Executive Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Shanghai Arbitration Commission. 
Mingchao served as ICC Regional Director of 
Arbitration and ADR for North Asia before joining 
the Committee.

Stephen Chu is the co-chair of Professional Training 
and Development sub-committee, and has served on 
the Branch committee for 2 years. He is also the Chair 
of the Executive Committee of ARIAS Asia. Stephen 
is an employed barrister, Chartered Arbitrator and 
accredited mediator based in Hong Kong, as well as 
a lecturer on several post-graduate & CPD courses.

Gina Leung is Chair of the Newsletter sub-
committee. She has served on the Branch 
Committee for 4 years and also a co-editor for the 
CIArb Newsletter publication. Gina specialises in 
quantum expert work on construction disputes, she 
is an Associate Director at Secretariat.

East Asia Branch Committee – 2021/2022 (cont’d)



CIArb Introduction to International 
Arbitration Course
15 May 2021, Taipei
On 15 May 2021, a total of 25 candidates attended “Introduction 
to International Arbitration”, this is a course hosted by CIArb’s 
Taiwan Chapter in collaboration with National Yang Ming Chiao 
Tung University (NYCU) and iADR® in Taipei.

As conducting all or part of a hearing in the form of virtual hearing 
has become the new normality for most international arbitrators, 
Mr Glenn Haley (Course Director) and Ms Mary Thomson gave 
their full support and delivered their lectures seamlessly to the 
candidates via video conference from Hong Kong and London 
respectively. They were joined by faculty members, Dr Helena 
Chen (Convenor of the Taiwan Chapter) and Ms Alison Chang 
(former Head of the Taiwan Chapter YMG) at the venue. 

Thanks goes to Mr Nicholas Turner (Immediate past Branch Chair) 
and Ms Monica Wang (Secretary-General of the Taiwan Chapter) 
for shadowing the course, and much appreciation for the NYCU 
staff for making this course possible. 

Monica Wang

“Update on Cross-Border Enforcement of 
Arbitral Awards between Mainland and Hong 
Kong” webinar by Mr Ronald Sum
26 May 2021, Hong Kong

On 26 May 2021, the Branch organised a webinar to reveal the 
update on Cross-Border Enforcement of Arbitral Awards between 
Mainland and Hong Kong.

There was a late amendment on arbitration law by Arbitration 
(Amendment) Ordinance which took effect on 19 May 2021. These 
changes have made arbitration awards between Hong Kong SAR 
and Mainland much more appealing.

Mr Sum highlighted the reasons behind some of these changes 
including practical and theoretical hurdles by reference to some 
cases, and provided certain practical comments on how these 
new enforcement procedures differ from the previous practices.

Over 50 participants joined the questions and answers session of 
the webinar at the end. The feedback was positive.

David Luk

Annual General Meeting 2021 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
(East Asia Branch)
22 April 2021, Hong Kong
The 49th Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) for the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators (East Asia Branch) took place on 22 April 2021.

A virtual meeting was held for the AGM due to Covid-19 
restrictions.

Mr Nicholas Turner, the Branch Chairperson, chaired the AGM. 

The AGM announced the election results of the Branch  
Committee for 2021/2022 term. 

We welcomed five new Committee members, Mr Don Ferguson, 
Mr Mingchao Fan, Ms Karen Mills, Mr Tim Liu and Ms Gina Leung.

Congratulations!

Gina Leung

YMG Annual General Meeting 2021/2022
15 April 2021, Hong Kong
The Annual General Meeting for the Young Members Group 
(“YMG”) was held on 15th April 2021 by way of Zoom, similar to 
last year so as to ensure proper social distancing.

During the meeting, as the incumbent Chair, Mr Ronlad Pang, 
addressed the young members of the Branch on the happenings 
and the highlights of the past session. Mr Alvin Cheng, the YMG 
Treasurer, also reported on the finances arising from the year.  
After receiving several nominations for committee members, 
we welcomed three new committee members, Mr Can Eken, Mr 
Nicholas Tam and Mr Richard Poon.

The meeting was followed by an enlightening talk by Mr Andrew Green 
on the topic of “Document production in International Arbitration”.

We are excited to announce our new YMG committee and we 
expect this upcoming session to be an eventful one with several 
events in the pipeline including the Annual Young Members Group 
Conference which is being organised and hosted by the Taiwan 
Young Members Group. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to announce that we 
will be opening a Japan Young Members Group very soon!

The new YMG Committee for 2021/2022 is:-
Chairperson - Ronald Pang, Co-Vice Chairperson - Jennifer Wu, 
Co-Vice Chairperson - Edward Chin, Immediate Past Chairperson 
- Mac Chan, Secretary - Alvin Cheng, Treasurer - Jessica Chan, 
Committee Members - Cordelia Cheng, David Luk, Gordon Kwok, 
Can Eken, Richard Poon, Nicholas Tam, Victor Fung, Co-optees - 
Henk Brink, Lavesh Kirpalani, Genevieve Lam

Ronald Pang

From left to right: Ms Alison Chang, Dr Helena Chen and  Ms Monica Wang



CIArb East Asia Branch
The East Asia Branch provides a regional 
organisation for members of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators who are residents 
in the geographical area of Hong Kong, 
mainland China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 
Macau, Mongolia, the Philippines, Taiwan 
and Vietnam. Thailand and Singapore, 
formerly part of the Branch, were 
constituted as separate branches in 2003 
and February 2010 respectively. 

The objectives of the Branch are to 
promote, encourage and facilitate the 
practice of settlement of disputes by 
arbitration, mediation and other means 
of dispute resolution, and generally to 
support and promote the status and 
interests of the Institute.

CIArb East Asia Branch Committee 2021/22

Chairperson – David Fong, Vice Chairperson and Honorary Secretary – Donovan Ferguson, 
Vice Chairperson – Christopher To, Honorary Treasurer – John Cock, Immediate Past Chair –  
Nicholas Turner, Professional Development and Training – Christopher To 
assisted by Stephen Chu, Programme – David Luk assisted by Tim Lui, Mediation 
– Lawrence Lee, Adjudication – Albert Yeu, Membership and Website  –  
Micky Yip, ADR Editorial – Christopher To, Newsletter – Gina Leung, Regional (PRC)  – 
Mingchao Fan assisted by Richard Leung,  Regional (Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Indonesia 
& Others) – Glenn Haley, Linkedlin and YMG Chairperson – Ronald Pang (co-optee), 
Communications within CIArb and Communications with outside bodies / Public Relations 
Officer – David Fong, Diversity – Saniza Othman (co-optee) assisted by Jagmeet Makkar 
(co-optee), Vis East Moot – Karen Mills, EAB Trustee - Paul Barrett (observer)

Distribution by Region

Current Branch Membership  

*Includes Cambodia, Laos, 
Mongolia and Myanmar.

The above statistics are current as 
of May 2021.

Associate 
642

Fellow 
581

Member 
1,100

Others*

Macau 

Korea

Vietnam

Japan

Philippines 

Taiwan 

Indonesia 

China

Hong Kong

33

17

65

59

92

97

143

156

316

1,652

Distribution by Membership Grade
(excluding the Retired Members and students)

Distribution by Gender of Members

Male 
72%

Female 
28%

Contact Details
c/o the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre 
38/F Two Exchange Square, Central, Hong Kong

Telephone: (852) 2525 2381 Fax: (852) 2524 2171
Website: www.ciarbasia.org E-mail: ciarb@hkiac.org

YMG - Diversity Event
16 June 2021, Hong Kong
On 16th  June 2021, the YMG, together with Stephenson 
Hardwood, co-organised a diversity webinar titled “Choosing 
Your Arbitrator”. The panelists were invited to speak on the issues 
surrounding the appointment of arbitrators and factors that may 
come into play when selecting an arbitrator or tribunal.

The moderator was the YMG Chair, Mr Ronald Pang and 
the panel consisted of seasoned arbitration practitioners 
including, Mr Phil Rompotis, Ms Fan Yang and Ms Chrystal Choy. 

The event was well attended with audiences tuning in from all 
over the globe.  Throughout the webinar, the panel shared their 
thoughts and experiences on appointment of arbitrators and 
tribunals.  In particular, they discussed the improvements in the 
area of gender diversity that have been made over the last few 
years and what else could be improved to ensure appointments 
are properly diverse.

Recent appointment statistics from arbitral institutions around the 
world were shared with the audience which gave the discussion 
some real-life context.

Most interesting is that during the polls conducted in the webinar, 
most of the audience believed that they were not someone 
with a diverse background for the purpose of potential arbitral 
appointments or as counsel, despite the fact many come from 
different areas of the globe which goes to show how the concept 
of diversity is diverse in itself.

Many thanks to Mr Andrew Green and his team for their efforts 
in co-organising the event. A special thank you to Ms Jennifer 
Wu and Mr Edward Chin of YMG for making this event a success.

Ronald Pang


