
 

Happy New Year! Welcome to the first edition of 
the CIArb Newsletter for 2021.

When we take stock of our achievements last year 
and reflect on our work, we are proud of what 
managed to achieve in various Chapters and 
regions. The year 2020 has been a challenging 
year for everyone around the world. Despite the 
restrictions of social distancing and the change to 
home working for a majority of office based staff 
due to Covid-19 pandemic, the Branch managed 
to maintain its regular programme and delivered  
many seminars as usual, virtually via Zoom.

Mr Ronald Pang, the Chairperson of Young 
Members Group of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators East Asia Branch (YMG EAB) shared a 
special YMG development – see further details in 
the column to the left and Mr Pang’s message below.

The Taiwan Chapter had a very busy quarter. 
A number of in-person arbitration courses and 
seminars had been delivered, please refer to the 
extended coverage on the Taiwan Chapter in this 
edition for information.

On behalf of the editorial team, we wish you a 
happy Chinese New Year and a prosperous year 
in the year of Ox.

Gina Leung
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Message from the YMG (EAB)
The last year, while difficult, has been a catalyst 
for change, whether in our personal lives or in 
our careers. As to the Young Members Group 
(YMG) of CIArb (EAB), as an answer to our lack 
of opportunities to meet our members face-to-
face, have decided to put our focus on content 
creation for our members so as to continue our 
goal of promoting ADR and our young members. 
I am therefore, very proud to announce our 
video series entitled “Young Arbitrators Interview 
Series”. We will be uploading to our website, 
monthly videos featuring interviews with various 
young and upcoming professionals involved in 

the ADR sphere, including but not limited to 
arbitrators, mediators and other professionals. 
The interviewees will be speaking on a spectrum 
of important facets of ADR such as tip and tricks 
for young professionals, memorable experiences 
and their secrets to success etc. Our first videos 
will be uploaded around mid-January 2021 and 
I am excited to unveil them on behalf of YMG.  
 
For more information, please click on the 
accompanying banner above.

Ronald Pang

YMG (EAB) promotion at  
The University of Hong Kong
4 September 2020, Hong Kong
On September 4th 2020, The University of Hong 
Kong held an academic induction for its first year 
students of the LL.M in Arbitration and Dispute 
Resolution (LL.M ADR) program. Young Members 
Group (YMG) of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
East Asia Branch (CIArb EAB) was invited to present 
at the academic induction. Because of COVID-19, 
the event was held virtually on Zoom.  

Approximately 35 students dialed into the Zoom meeting 
from different time zones. The evening began with 
welcome remarks by Professor Shahla Ali, the Program 
Director of the HKU LL.M ADR. Thereafter, Ms Saniza 
Othman and Mr Edward Chow, alumni of the LL.M ADR 
program, shared their experience of the program and 
their involvement in CIArb EAB. This was followed by a 
presentation by Mr Henk Brink, of YMG, who gave an 
overview and activities of CIArb. Both Messrs Ronald 
Pang (Chair of YMG) and Henk Brink encouraged the 
first year students to join as student affiliates of CIArb EAB. 
The academic induction was well received. 

Saniza Othman

http://www.ciarbasia.org/


CIArb Introduction to International Arbitration Course
21 November 2020, Taiwan

As Taiwan is essentially unaffected by the 
COVID-19 outbreak currently rampaging 
around the globe, the CIArb’s Taiwan Chapter 
was privileged to hold a course on ‘Introduction 
to International Arbitration‘ as scheduled in 
Taipei on 21 November 2020, and the event 
was well attended by 17 enthusiastic candidates 
in person.  The course was held at the venue 
of the Chinese Arbitration Association (CAA) 
in Taipei.

As the candidates well known after 
the day’s course, one of the significant 
features of international commercial 
arbitration is the cross-border enforcement of an 
award. Mr Glenn Haley (EAB Committee member 
& Course Director) and Ms Mary Thomson (past 
EAB Chairperson) were undaunted by border 
restrictions and provided their full support to 
the Taiwan Chapter by delivering lectures to the 
candidates via teleconference from Hong Kong 

“The 15th Annual Winnie Whittaker Memorial Lecture: Lessons learned over more 
than 35 years of dispute resolution experience in Hong Kong” by Mr Michael Charlton 
15 October 2020, Hong Kong

Despite the Covid pandemic, the Annual Winnie 
Whittaker Memorial Lecture for 2020 took place 
as usual. This year, Mr Charlton presented the 
15th Memorial Lecture via Zoom, attended by 
over 150 members across the east Asia region 
including Hong Kong and Singapore.

Mr Charlton began the lecture with an 
introduction of Ms Winnie Whittaker and her 
involvement in arbitration. He went on to discuss 
what arbitration was like in Hong Kong when 
he came to the city back in 1985. Mr Charlton 
highlighted that arbitration was not common in 
Hong Kong during the mid 1980s. He explained, 
when arbitration started to gain more popularity 
up to 2000, most of the arbitrators appointed 
were technical arbitrators. Later, there was a shift 
from technical arbitrators to legal arbitrators, due 
to the importance of competence in administering 

Mr Charlton further explained the requirements, 
as well as the pros and cons of being an expert 
witness.

We would like to thank Mr Charlton for delivering 
the lecture this year. We look forward to seeing 
you (hopefully in person) again in the Annual 
Winnie Whittaker Memorial Lecture next year.

Gina Leung

from left to right: Mr Nicholas Turner (Branch Chairperson) 
and Mr Michael Charlton

“2020 in Review – Developments in International Arbitration for Asia Pacific“ by  
Mr Robert Rhoda and Ms Allison Zhao
2 December 2020, Hong Kong

The CIArb EAB organised a webinar on 2 
December 2020 via Zoom to examine the latest 
developments in international arbitration for Asia 
Pacific in 2020.

Mr Robert Rhoda examined the case law on 
winding up in the presence of an arbitration 
agreement and the latest update on the 1st 
Anniversary on the implementation of the 
Arrangement Concerning Mutual Assistance 
in Court-ordered Interim Measures in Aid 
of Arbitral Proceedings by the Courts of the 
Mainland and of the HKSAR.

Ms Allison Zhao also highlighted the opening 
up of the legal service market and promotion 
of international commercial arbitration 
in China and examined the case law on 

from left to right: Mr David Fong (Vice Chairperson EAB) 
and Mr Robert Rhoda

arbitrations and the need for legal advice during 
the arbitration process. 

Mr Charlton then discussed the rise of expert 
witnesses and their roles in arbitrations.  He also 
discussed some common challenges encountered 
by expert witnesses. As an expert witness himself 
in the field of quantum, Mr Charlton shared from 
his experience some examples of the specific 
challenges in quantum e.g. the difficulties in 
dealing with a very large number of small value 
items that account for a significant part of the 
value in dispute. 

Mr Charlton also discussed the approach of 
single joint experts. In addition, he has included 
in his discussion other interesting topics such 
as the Security of Payment Act, the Dispute 
Resolution Advisor (“DRAd”). In his conclusion, 

application for recognition and enforcement 
of judicial decision and arbitration award 
in China.

There are over 69 participants for the webinar 
with a questions and answers session at the end. 
The feedback was positive.

This event has been sent to CIArb Australia, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand branches for 
circulation to their members.

David Luk

and Edinburgh respectively. They were joined by 
faculty members at the venue by Dr Helena Chen 
(Convenor of the Taiwan Chapter), Ms Alison 
Chang (former Head of the Taiwan Chapter 
YMG) and Ms Monica Wang (Secretary-General 
of the Taiwan Chapter).

Monica Wang



Conference on Taiwan Offshore Wind Power and 
Arbitration
15 October 2020, Taiwan

“A Deep Insight into ICC Arbitration and highlights of 
ICC 2021 Arbitration Rules“ by Dr Helena Chen and  
Ms Alison Chang
9 January 2021, Taiwan

The Taiwan Chapter was very honored to co-host 
with the ICC YAF, iADR®, and the Taipei Bar 
Association on 9 January 2021, a conference on 
the topic of “A Deep Insight into ICC Arbitration 
and highlights of ICC 2021 Arbitration Rules” in 
Taipei as a series of continuing legal education 
courses provided to members of the Taipei Bar 
Association. 

The conference was organised into two parts. Dr 
Helena Chen FCIArb (Convenor of the Taiwan 
Chapter) and Ms Alison Chang FCIArb (North 
Asia Representative of ICC YAF) first provided 
an overview of the International Chamber of 
Commerce (“ICC”), including its organisational 
structure, dispute resolution statistics, and the 
procedure of arbitration proceedings under the 
ICC Rules. 

In the second part of the conference, Dr Helena 
Chen and Ms Alison Chang introduced seven 
key changes in the ICC’s 2021 Arbitration Rules, 

including the joinder of additional parties after 
the constitution of arbitral tribunals; the extended 
scope for consolidations; the constitution of 
arbitral tribunal, paperless submission and 
online arbitration; the threshold for expedited 
arbitrations; the new measures to increase 
transparency, and the aim of encouraging the 
parties to consider settlement. The conference 
was well-attended by a full house of nearly one 
hundred attendants and was also a great success.

Monica Wang

from left to right: Ms Alison Chang (Nor th Asia 
Representative of ICC YAF) and Dr Helena Chen (Convenor 
of Taiwan Chapter)

Introduction to FIDIC 
Forms of Contract and an 
Analysis of Construction 
Arbitration Cases
16 January 2021, Taiwan

from left to right: Dr Pijan Wu, Ms Alison Chang, Ms Laurie 
Chou, Dr Helena Chen, Ms Annie Liao

The Taiwan Chapter on 16 January 2021 was 
very honored to co-host along with the Chinese 
Construction Industry Arbitration Association 
(CCIAA), the Taipei Professional Civil Engineers 
Association, the Taipei Architects Association, 
the New Taipei City Professional Civil Engineers 
Association, the New Taipei City Architects 
Association, the Taiwan Professional Civil 
Engineers Association, the Taiwan Regional 
Engineering Contractors Association, the 
Construction Law Committee of the Taipei Bar 
Association, and the iADR® a conference 
focusing on the topic of an “Introduction to 
FIDIC Forms of Contract and an Analysis of 
Construction Arbitration Cases” in Taipei. 

In her welcome note, Dr Helena Chen (Convenor 
of the Taiwan Chapter) gave an overview of FIDIC 
forms of contract and FIDIC recent important 
publications, and also introduced various types 
of contract structures for offshore wind farms, the 
FIDIC Golden Rules, the applicable timing and 
key points of the FIDIC Yellow Book Subcontract, 
and future works planned by the FIDIC Contracts 
Committee.   

Over a span of three hours, Dr Pijan Wu and Ms 
Annie Liao introduced the important clauses of 
and the major 2017 amendments to the FIDIC 
model contracts, supplemented with numerous 
examples of domestic and international arbitration 
cases for the resolution of various construction 
disputes.  The speech provided valuable lessons to 
the participants and will aid greatly in the further 
development of alternative dispute resolution in 
the construction sector in Taiwan. 

Monica Wang

The Taiwan Chapter was very honored to co-host 
with the ICC YAF, iADR®, Chinese Arbitration 
Association, Taipei (CAA) and the Taiwan Bar 
Association on 15 October 2020 a special 
conference on the topic of “Taiwan Offshore 
Wind Power and Arbitration” in Taichung as a 
part of the inaugural Taiwan Arbitration Week 
events. 

As a welcome note, Alison Chang (the former 
Head of Taiwan Chapter YMG, North Asia 
Representative of the ICC YAF) and Dr Helena 
Chen (Convenor of the Taiwan Chapter) shared 
their experiences in selecting arbitration as a 
method of dispute resolution for the construction 

sector and welcomed conference participants to 
join CIArb activities.  

The conference was organised into two parts.  Mr 
Peng-Kwang Chen, an experienced lawyer and 
expert on construction related dispute resolution, 
gave an in-depth presentation on the topic of 
“Prospects and Challenges for Offshore Wind 
Power Arbitration in Taiwan,” this is followed by 
the panelist, Ms. Shu-Hey Wu, who shared her 
experience as in-house counsel at an engineering 
consultancy firm. In the second part of the 
conference, Ms Janice Lin, who specialises in 
financial markets, gave the keynote speech on, 
“Introduction to Taiwan Offshore Wind Power 
Project Financing Contracts and Related Dispute 
Resolution Clauses.” This is further followed by 
comments from one of the panelists, Ms Dora 
Huang, regarding her insights on the interplay 
among various stakeholders in project financing 
plans. The conference was well-attended and was 
a great success.

Monica Wang



CIArb East Asia Branch
The East Asia Branch provides a regional 
organisation for members of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators who are residents in the 
geographical area of Hong Kong, mainland 
China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Macau, 
Mongolia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. 
Thailand and Singapore, formerly part of the 
Branch, were constituted as separate branches 
in 2003 and February 2010 respectively. 

The objectives of the Branch are to promote, 
encourage and facilitate the practice of settlement 
of disputes by arbitration, mediation and other 
means of dispute resolution, and generally to 
support and promote the status and interests of 
the Institute.

CIArb East Asia Branch Committee 2021

Chairperson – Nicholas Turner, Vice Chairperson – David Fong, Branch Secretary – Helen 
Au assisted by Donovan Ferguson (co-optee), Branch Treasurer – John Cock, Adjudication –  
Joseph Leung (observer), ADR Editorial – Christopher To, Communications within CIArb – 
Nicholas Turner assisted by Scott Ramsden (observer), Communications with outside bodies/ 
Public Relations Officer – David Fong, Diversity – Giovanna Kwong (observer), LinkedIn 
– Vincent Li, Mediation - Lawrence Lee, Membership – Cordia Yu assisted by Jagmeet 
Makkar (observer), Newsletter – Gina Leung (observer), Professional Development & Training 
and Faculty List – Christopher To assisted by Stephen Chu and Saniza Othman (observer), 
Programme – Albert Yeu and David Luk, Regional – PRC – Mingchao Fan assisted by Richard 
Leung, Regional – Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Indonesia and others – Glenn Haley assisted by Anny 
Wong (observer), YMG Chairperson – Ronald Pang (co-optee), University Promotion – Helen 
Au, Vis East Moot – Mary Thomson assisted by Jagmeet Makkar (observer), Website – Micky 
Yip, Karen Mills (co-optee), Chun Wai Ling (observer)

Distribution by Region

Current Branch Membership  

*Includes Cambodia and Laos.

The above statistics are current 
as of December 2020.

Associate 
588

Fellow 
556

Member 
1,063

Others*

Macau 

Korea 

Taiwan

Vietnam

Indonesia 

Philippines 

Japan

China

Hong Kong

31

9

49

45

49

76

80

80

218

162 1,628

Distribution by Membership Grade
(excluding the Retired Members and students)

Distribution by Gender of Members

Male 
76%

Female 
24%

Contact Details
c/o the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre, 38/F Two Exchange Square, Central, Hong Kong
Telephone: (852) 2525 2381 Fax: (852) 2524 2171
Website: www.ciarbasia.org E-mail: ciarb@hkiac.org

ICC International Commercial Mediation Competition 
11-14 November 2020, Hong Kong

The International Chamber of Commerce - Hong 
Kong chapter and co-organiser Department of 
Justice of the Hong Kong Government, hosted 
their second ICC International Commercial 
Mediation Competition in mid-November online. 
eBRAM International Online Dispute Resolution 
(ODR) Centre, provided support on the video 
conferencing and broadcasted the opening and 
closing events via the internet.

The defending champion City University of 
Hong Kong were one of twenty student teams 
from nine jurisdictions, spanning sixteen 
time zones and five continents. Those from 
afar clearly found few boundaries through 
less arduous means of overcoming time 
differences. 

For ever y match, the object ive of  two 
opposing teams on both sides of a dispute 
was to negotiate and resolve differences 
cons t ruc t i ve ly  through a combinat ion 
of mediation advocacy, greater mutual 
collaboration, and working effectively with 
an experienced mediator, in order to further 
their interests.

Meanwhile, three dozen professionals, local 
and from abroad (from fourteen jurisdictions), 
many of whom are members of CIArb, kindly 
volunteered as judges and mediators and 
shared their experience and wisdom with the 
next generation.”

Echoing John Cock’s article in the last CIArb 
Newsletter, this Competition showcased the 
developments in online hearing technology 
in dispute resolution, which enable virtual 
competitions and hearings to take place, 
facilitated by the sharing of files and documents 
online or in advance, management of private 
sessions, etc.

In total, 37 matches took place within 60 
hours over the extended weekend. In the 
Final, The University of Social Sciences and 
Humanities (SWPS), Poland beat the National 
Law University Odisha (NLUO), India 4-1. 
Congratulations to the Polish team which, as a 
result of winning here in Hong Kong, has earned 
automatic entry to the 16th ICC International 
Commercial Mediation Competition, to be held 
in Paris in February 2021, also online for the 
first time in their history.  

Cyril Lam


